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CALL FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY PERFORMANCE ART PROJECTS 

THEOSEXUAL : SPIRITUAL PORN - Queer rituals and performances 

Thursday May 9th 2019, at the CDEx center - 17:00 - 22:00 

Université du Québec à Montréal, 405 Ste-Catherine / St-Denis, Montréal, QC 

Judith-Jasmin building, room J-R930  

 

 

PROJECT:  

Considering the primacy of mass media images in our social context and the ways Internet pornography 

has pervaded many aspects of visual culture (Attimonelli and Susca, 2016/2017), we think it necessary to 

open new critical discourses on the eroticism of bodies while also taking into account its mystical nature 

(Bataille, 1957). Indeed, the proximity between eroticism and the sacred has often been deviated by the 

hegemonic religious institutions and the pornographic industry, largely heterocentrist. By framing the 

religious and erotic experiences in heteronormative and commercial principles, they muzzle the 

possibility of transgression and transcendence of the self, the fundamental common ground to the erotic 

and mystical experiences. 

 

If eroticism is anchored in the body, the latter is also the heart of queer artistic practices. This body is not 

passive, as it is the place where gender acts as a creative, performative power (Butler, 2005, Preciado, 

2003). In queer art practices, the body is the terrain of a deterritorialization of heterosexuality 

(heterosexuality understood here as a political means to the production of normality through "normal" 

bodies), a resistance to normality which allows to act upon the biopowers and biotechnologies producing 

sexual narratives. For us, it is in this resistant body that the queer conceptions of a non-normative 

spirituality may take root. Theosexual : Spiritual Porn is therefore a space of expression for queer bodies 

reclaiming their agency through liminal practices, oscillating between art and ritual, political and spiritual, 

pornography and sacred. 

 

Theosexual: Spiritual Porn searches for multidisciplinary performance art projects, which could act as 

possible answers to these questions: in what ways queer subjectivities may reclaim the eroticism of the 

body normalized by the heteronormative and homonormative erotic ideals? Is it possible to ally 

spirituality and queer sexuality, considering the oppression caused by many religious institutions? What 

forms would take an art that is sacred and queer? 

 

Our objective is to create an inclusive space where artists interested by these questions may express 

themselves and open a dialogue with the artistic and academic community, as well as a broader public. It 

is also our desire to create a safespace for the expression of marginalized subjectivities, free of judgment 

and taboos. 

 

Shandi Bouscatier is a PhD student at the Studies and Practices of the Arts program, in research-

intervention. In his curatorial work, Shandi is interested in queer spiritualities within contemporary art 

and the intersections between art and sorcery, art and sacred, political and ritual, individuals and 

community.  

Jonathan Sardelis is completing a master's program in Visual and Media Arts. His research project 

explores sacred and pornoerotic iconography within a queer figurative painting practice. 
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 Context:  

From the 6th to the 13th of May 2019, Jonathan Sardelis will hold a painting exhibition in the CDEx 

venue. We desire to take advantage of the occupation of this exhibition space to create an 

artistic/ritual/political/spiritual performance evening (Thursday, May 9th) addressing themes and 

questions related to the convergence of the notions of eroticism, pornography, the sacred and the spiritual 

in  queer perspectives. It will be possible modify the disposition of the exhibition according to the needs 

of the performances. 

 

 Date of the performance evening:  

Thursday, May 9th, from 17:00 to 22:00 

  

 The venue:  

The Centre de Diffusion et d'Expérimentation des étudiant.es de la maîtrise en arts visuels et médiatiques 

(CDEx), located in the heart of UQAM, accessible for individuals with reduced mobility, is an important 

space for the gathering and the outreach of UQAM's artistic community. It is a space within the heart of 

the cultural life of the Quartier Latin, situated near the Gay Village, an area historically important in the 

fight for LGBTQ+ rights. Interestingly, the building is also erected inside an ancient church (Saint-

Jacques). We are organizing this event with a will to subvert the (hetero)normative power of the academic 

institution. We desire that this evening of art performances will act as a queerization of the institutional 

space and will allow us, as a community, to expand the queer map for artists. 

 

 Artist fee:   

This event is an entirely volunteer initiative from our part. Even though we firmly believe that the work of 

artists should be compensated financially, we are doing this project with our limited personal funds. We 

are currently working to obtain the means to offer a symbolic fee to the artists with funding proposals and 

sponsors, but the outcome is uncertain. We suggest that applying artists do so knowingly. 

 

 Documentation: 

We will have photographers and videographers documenting the event (audio, video and photos). In the 

case of the selection of your proposal, we will ask artists to sign an authorization of image rights, and we 

commit to forward the images and videos concerning the artists. This documentation will be used to 

present our curatorial work in the utmost respect for the work of the artists. In special cases, a different 

agreement can be made. 

 

 Safespace and inclusivity: 

With this event, we wish to create a secure and inclusive space. We wish that all may feel welcomed and 

respected in their subjectivity. We cherish the idea of creating a space of empowerment, meeting and 

restorative visibility. This safespace is not defined by the architecture of the place, it is initiated by each 

of us! 
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS: 

 

The contents of the proposal must contain: 

● a descriptive text of the project (including the technical details and the approximate duration of 

the performance) - 250 words; 

● an art CV and a short biography - 100 words; 

● a visual portfolio (up to 10 images) in JPEG format. 

This call for proposals is thought within a queer perspective where the artistic quality of the project is 

more important than the professional and/or academic curriculum. We therefore encourage people from 

diverse backgrounds to apply. 

 

Please send your proposal at this address before the 24th of March 2019, 23:59: 

theosexual@gmail.com 


